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“This is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light."°—JoHN 3: 19. 

“And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth 
all men every where to repent.”—Acts 17: 30. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[Continued from page 675.] | 

Well, now how can we determine in order to make the proper selection? 
How are we to determine so as to make a wise selection, in placing the 
responsibilities upon a man that we propose to take this position? The 
people of the Stake are greatly concerned; they want a good man; they 
want a wise man; they want a man that by night and by day will think 
how he can best improve them, make them happy, piace them in circum- 
stances that will be agreeable, and advance them. We look around to find 
a man that we feel has a thorough interest in the people, and that is a wise 
and a good man, and it is well that we should. That is our business—to 
look after the interest of the Saints, and to place such men before them to 
look after their interests as will be faithful in their calling, and will be 
unselfish, and will not spend their time in any other direction than that 
which pertains to the general advancement of those they are appointed to 
look after. Well, is it possible that we sometimes make a mistake and get 
the wrong man? Is it possible? Well, you perhaps should be the judges. 
But I can tell you one thing, surely, that we use our best efforts to find the 
proper man. Howdo wedoit? Well, we send somewhere about eighteen 
hundred missionaries to the nations of the earth. We keep about that 
number of missionaries in the different nations. We appoint men here at 
home, we place responsibilities upon them, large responsibilities. We look 
over the history of these men. Perhaps this man wasa Bishop. Well, how 
did he act and perform his duties as a Bishop. Did he devote himself to 
the interest of the people of his ward, or was he trying to make himself 
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wealthy? Was his mind devoted to saving what he could for bimself and 
in enhancing his own individual interests and that of his wife and children 
and neglecting the interest of the people of his ward? How is it? Well, 
we enquire around. We get the history of the man, his past experiences. 
He has had several calls here and there. Did he answer those calls? Was 
he called as a missionary to leave his wife and his children and go to the 
nations to be gone two years or three years or four years, as the case may 
be? And did he go, or did he say: “Oh, no; I would like to go very well, 
but my circumstances are not quite so pleasing or advantageous as they 
ought to be under such circumstances in order that I might go; I cannot 
go and leave my family very well.” 

Did he make these excuses, and how has he been all along the path of 
his life for the past few years or for many years as the case might be? 
We judge the man not always by his looks or appearance; not always by 
hearing him preach a sermon; but we judge him by what he has done or 
failed to do in the past. That is just the way the Lord intends to do with 
you or me, exactly. We will be judged according to what we have done or 
what we have failed to have done all along the line of our experiences. 
When Jesus was placed in a condition where acting in propriety or other- 
wise confronted Him ; when He saw before Him the cross and the immediate 
prospects of being placed upon it, and of His undergoing those excruciating 
tortures that He had seen others experiencing, then His nature failed, as 
it were, and He said: “Father, if it is possible that this experience or 
this cup pass from me, let it pass.” 

That isthe way he told the Lord. But notwithstanding, he said: “If this 
cannot be done. Thy will be done, and not mine.” So he was placed upon 
the cross and suffered that excruciating torture. Supposing that he had 
failed, the nations of the earth and the people of the Lord, his sons and 
daughters, would have failed to be put into that position of having the 
opportunity that you and I have to-day. They would have failed for a 
long time, to say the least. Of course the provisions would have been 
made and the work of the Almighty would have been proceeded with, but 
there would have been a halt there. But the Lord knew just what He 
could depend upon, and therefore He selected that Son of His, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, and He has wrought out that great work of redemption for 
the human family, the living and the dead. 

Now, brethren and sisters, what have these principles we have espoused 
done forus? Are you satisfied. Iam, perfectly and fully satisfied. I have 
gone through a great many things that were very unpleasant, far from 
being agreeable, all along the line, and I do not know how much further 
or what else will be required of me of this character; but I am satisfied 
with what the Lord has done for me, and what I expect he will do in 
regard to my temporal affairs, temporal salvation, and also in regard to | 
the future. 

My hopes in reference to the future life are supremely grand and glorious, 
and I try to keep these prospects bright continually ; and that is the 
privilege and the duty of every Latter-day Saint. I suppose I am talking 
now to some Latter-day Saints that have been sorely tried, and they have 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 691 


thought sometimes, perhaps, like the Savior felt, that he had no friends, 
that his friends had all gone; and everything was going wrong, and every- 
thing was disagreeable, and his circumstances were continuing to get 
worse and worse, and those that he depended upon for assistance failed 
perhaps to render the assistance expected, and all that sort of thing. 
Likewise everything sometimes becomes dark to us and we almost forget 
the relationship that we stand in to the Lord, and begin to feel as though 
it was not what we expected. 

I wonder if there are a few here within the sound of my voice that have 
feelings of this kind, like old Job had, for instance. A poor man who 
wondered why his children were taken from him; why his herds were 
destroyed, and why his houses, his dwelling went up in flames, and why 
he was left without anything. He formerly was a very wealthy man, 
left without anything. Well, his friends came about him. They were 
supposed to be friends. They were friends formerly. They came about 
him and wanted to show him that these evils came upon him because he 
had failed to do his duty in the past; because he had committed some sin. 
That was the kind of ideas that they had, and that they communicated to 
him. But there was nothing of the kind. Itwasnotso. They were vastly 
mistaken. The Lord had a certain position in which he sought to place 
Job in the future. At some future time when years and years had rolled 
away perhaps, and he wanted to try him. He wanted to educate him so 
that he would not complain, no matter how illy he thought himself treated 
by the Lord. That was a glorious trial of Job’s. It has come down in 
history; his experiences and his trials, and it has been a wonderful con- | 
solation to the people of the Lord to read the history of his experiences and 
his trials, and how well he passed through them. 

The religion that we have received, the principles of exaltation and 
glory that you and I have received, bring upon us persecution, or else 
they are not those principles that we thought they were. They bring 
upon us trouble. upon the right hand and u;on the left, but we should 
seek to be calm and cool as Job learned to be calm and cool under circum- 
stances of the most unhappy character. We should learn to do this, and 
there are things that are provided for us by which we can learn this. 
Thiok now of how much worse you and I might be, and then think of what 
superior blessings we actually possess. We know that in the future, after 
we have passed through this life, we will know this, We will have our 
wives and our children with us. We will have our bodies glorified, made 
free from every sickness and distress, and rendered most beautiful. There 
is nothing more beautiful to look upon than a resurrected man or woman. 
There is nothing grander that I can imagine that a man can possess than 
a resurrected body. There is. no Latter-day Saint within the sound of my 
voice but that certainly has this prospect, of coming forth in the morning 
of the first resurrection and being glorified, exalted in the presence of God, 
having the privilege of talking with our Father as we talk with our 
earthly father. 

What agloriousthing! We'll know no prison walls, your friends turning 


away from you, your being dispesgessed of your property, being driven 
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from your home, being cast into prison, being defamed. These things do 
not hurt you one particle. They do not destroy your prospects, which are 
still glorious before you. And then we should understand that the Lord 
has provided, when the days of trouble come upon nations, a place for you 
and me, and we will be preserved as Noah was preserved, not in an ark, 
but we will be preserved by going into these principles of union by which 
we can accomplish the work of the Lord and surround ourselves with 
those things that will preserve us from the difficulties that are now coming 
upon the world, the judgments of the Lord. We can see, as we read in 
the newspapers, we can see that they are coming upon the nations of 
the ungodly ; and they would have been upon us if we had stayed among 
the nations, if the Lord had not inclined our ears and brought salvation 
to us, we would have been as they are and will be. 

Well, now brethren and sisters, I feel to say, God bless you. Here are 
my counselors. We are one. We are united. We do not quarrel with 
each other. We speak well of one another because we ought to do it, and 
we think we are worthy of being well spoken of by each other. And here 
we have twelve men sitting in front with me—Twelve Apostles. There are 
many of these that you know. You know them from hearing what they 
have accomplished. You havea personal acquaintance with some of us. 
Now they are with us hearc and soul. We are united together. We do 
not quarrel with each other. We do not slander one another, but we go 
where council requires, and we are heart and soul together. What for? 
Not to make ourselves rich, not to make ourselves wealthy, but to see 
what we can accomplish in the interests of the people, and we are laboring 
continually to see what we can do. We come together every week and we 
talk about what we can do for the people. What can we do for these 
forty-two or forty-three Stakes of Zion? Are some of the presiding Elders, 
some of the Presidents of these Stakes, getting too old to administer to 
the people? Are some of them neglecting their interests? We talk these 
things over. We study and consider them. We try to ascertain what 
they are doing, and what their feelings are, and how they manifest them in 
the presence of the people. Are they working for themselves? Are they 
trying to see how much money they can get into this bank or the other, or 
are they engaged heart and soul in doing what should be done in their 
respective responsibilities. Well, we are not idle in these things. 

You will have some speakers here during this conference, you will 
probably have in the neighborhood of twenty speeches here. When the 
brethren arise to speak, you ask the Lord to let them say something that 
you want to know, that they may suggest something to you that will be 
of some advantage to you. If you have any desire to know certain 
matters that you do not understand, pray that these brethren in their 
talks may say something that shall enlighten your mind in reference to that 
which troubles you, and we will have a grand and glorious conference, 
a better one than we have ever had before. Strange as it may appear our 
last conference always seems the best, and may this be the case; and you, 
brethren and sisters, let your hearts raise up to the Lord and exercise faith 
while our brethren are talking to you. We will not be disappointed, and 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 693 


you will not go home, you will not retire from this conference without 
feeling you have been greatly and abundantly blessed. Amen. 

Elder Reed Smoot, of the Quorum of the Twelve, was the next speaker. 
He desired an interest in the prayers of those present that he might be 
directed in his speaking by the Holy Spirit. All who are present could 
say that God had’ blessed them since last conference. The work of God 
related to the material as well as spiritual interests of the people. He 
bore witness to the unity and love which exists among the authorities of 
the Church. If this condition prevailed to the same degree among the 
people as a whole, no power in existence could injure them. The first 
Presidency and Twelve are laboring diligently to promote the well-being 
of the Saints. They labor for all the interests of the Church. They 
consult together in relation to the welfare of Zion, and are thus enabled 
to see alike, avoiding all differences of ministration. 

The speaker here dwelt upon the evils which result from the people 
loading themselves down with debt. Great improvement had been made, 
however, in this regard, and the time was not far distant when not only 
the Church, as a body, but the people individually, would be free from 
such incumbrances. 

The speaker adverted to conspicuous teachings of the late President 
Brigham Young. Among these was the establishment of home industries, 
that the Saints might be, so far as possible, self-supporting, and that 
labor for the people might be provided. Many of the young are now 
permitted;to go along without consideration of the responsibilities that 
will devolvejupon them in their more advanced years. Industrial estab- 
lishments should be encouraged, and conducted in such a manner that the 
training given to young men might be of a character that would obviate 
the necessity of sending east for experts in different branches of business. 

Elder Smoot showed how easy it was for the Saints to pay tithing, 
illustrating his remarks by an incident which had come under his own 
observation. He next exhibited the evils of procrastination—illustrated by 
the fate of many who had put off the day of their devotion to the require- 
ments of the work of God until, in numbers of instances, it was too late. 

Elder Rudger Clawson, of the Quorum of the Twelve, followed. He 
likewise spoke of the Spirit of union which exists among the general and 
local authorities, and to a large extent among the Saints at large. He 
then read from a revelation in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants. It 
relates principally to vicarious work for the dead in the Temples of God, 
and the nature of the authority of the Priesthood. 

The speaker dwelt specially upon the importance of the work done in 
the Temples which had been erected by the Saints, predicting that this 
labor would increase and expand as time elapsed, and would not terminate 
until the close of the Millennium. It is a work that breaks down the 
barriers of the grave, and places the dead upon an equality with the 
living. It vindicates divine justice by affording universal opportunity 
to all the children of God, to hear the Gospel, the preaching of which 
extends to the world of departed spirits, for whom the work that can only 
be done in the mortal state, is attended to in their behalf. Here also are 
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opportunities for those members of the Church who are incapacitated from 
going into the nations of the earth to proclaim the Gospel. Such may, 
if faithful, go into the Temples and work for the redemption of their 
kindred dead. 

Elder Clawson then spoke of the prosperity in material matters of 
many of the Saints. Numbers of them hardly know what to do with 
their savings. There is a place where the wealth of such could be pro- 
fitably invested: “Put some of your means into the Temple. Send 
suitable persons there to work for your dead. You may say you bave no 
record of your dead. If this be the case help your poorer neighbors to do 
their work, and great shall be your reward. In many instances men are 
building up fortunes for their children to squander.” All earthly riches 
must be left by their possessors when they depart this life. The speaker 
illustrated his remarks by relating an incident in point. The closing 
portion of the discourse was devoted to showing the class of people who 
are worthy to enter the Temples and perform the glorious work referred 
to. Those who neglect to pay their tithing, and who disregard the sacred- 
ness of the authority of the Priesthood are among those who are unworthy 
of being accorded this privilege. 

Singing “All hail the gloriousday.” Prayer by Patriarch John Smith. 

[TO BE CONTINUED]. 


PEcULIAR PEOPLE.—There are some people whom it is extremely difficult 
to fit into our modern life. If a man refuses, on what he declares to be 
conscientious grounds, to give his children ordinary medical assistance 
when they are ill, what is to be done with him? The law says that if child- 
ren die in such circumstances the father is guilty of manslaughter. That 
is a rough way of settling the question, but it is hard to finda better. After 
all it is not only the father’s own interests that are at stake in the matter. 
Presumably an adult individual, responsible for his own actions, is at 
liberty to die without the assistance of a doctor, if he chooses to, though 
by doing so he will probably inflict upon his relations or his landlord the 
unpleasantness of an inquest. But a man cannot treat his children en- 
tirely as if they were a part of himself. The state claims a share in the 
responsibility for their upbringing. It insists, for example, that they shall 
be sent to school, and that they shal] there be taught various things to 
which conscientious and cranky parents might easily object—to wit, 
reading and writing. Toinsist upon so much and to shrink from insisting 
that the parent shall do the best that can be done to keep his child alive, 
would be an obvious absurdity. 


THE total consumption of tea in the British Isles in the year 1899 was 
two hundred and forty-five millions of pounds, an increase of ten millions 
over the year 1898. In 1897 the quantity of tea averaged 5°80 pounds for 
each individual; in 1898 it was 5°85 pounds; and in 1899 it averaged 6°01 
pounds. The Chronicle says: “We are evidently becoming more and more 
a nation of tea-drinkers, and Russia will soon have to take a second place 
if the popular taste continues to grow.” And in proportion as the taste 
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grows and is gratified, will nervous dyspepsia increase. There will have 
to be some modification in the song, “Britons never shall be slaves.” 
There are scores of things that are enslaving them, body and soul, and 
they are being taken captive willingly.— Present Truth. 


Free Enovcu.—Judaism admits of freedom of thought, but it is not 
synonymous with freedom of thought. The Jew may follow any philosophy 
and speculate on every problem of existence. He may enter into the most 
recondite philological researches and archeological studies, from the 
chariot of Ezekiel to the actual Judaism of his favorite preacher. He may 
pore like a Cabalist over the mysteries and soar to the highest ranges of 
metaphysics. No one has the right to call him a heretic. But his obliga- 
tions as a Jew to obey certain universal duties cannot be overlooked. For 
instance, he may speculate about the origin of the Mosaic Sabbath and its 
relation to Assyrian chronology, but this does not absolve him from obey- 
ing a fundamental commandment of Judaism: “Thou shalt observe the 
Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” When, then, there is a good deal of frothy 
declamation about freedom of thought, it is as well to realize that freedom 
of practice has its due limitations. 


THe MepicINAL VALUE oF WaTER.—The human body is constantly 
undergoing tissue change. Worn out particles are cast aside and elimin- 
ated from the system, while the new are ever being formed, from the 
inception of life to its close. 

Water has the power of increasing these tissue changes, which multiplies 
the waste products, but at the same time they are renewed by its agency, 
giving rise to increased appetite, which in turn provides fresh nutriment. 
Persons but little accustomed to drinking water are liable to bave the 
waste products formed faster than they are removed. Any obstruction to 
the free working of natural laws at once produces disease, which, if once 
firmly seated, requires both time and money to cure. 

People accustomed to rise in the morning weak and languid will find the 
cause in the imperfect secretion of wastes, which many times may be 
remedied by drinking a full tumbler of water before retiring. This very 
materially assists in the process during the night, and leaves the tissues 
fresh and strong, ready for the active work of the day. Hot water is one 
of our best remedial agents. A hot bath on going to bed, even in the hot 
nights of summer, is a better reliever of insomnia than many drugs. In- 
flamed parts will subside under the continual poulticing of real hot water. 
Very hot water, as we all know, is a prompt checker of bleeding, ‘and 
besides, if it is clean, as it should be, it aids in sterilizing wounds.— Hall's 
Journal of Health. 


THe On ty Door Ovut.—A wan must not choose his neighbor. He must. 
take the neighbor that God sends him. In that neighbor, whoever he be, 
lies, hidden or revealed, a beautiful brother. The neighbor is just the man 
who is next to you at the moment. This love of our neighbor is the only 
door out of the dungeon of self.—GrorGe MacDonaLp. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1900. 


“LIVING EPISTLES,” (1). 


THERE is a peculiar satisfaction in considering any man who worthily 
represents his position and calling, one who does it honor and esteems it 
as being for the time an al] important thing. This feeling is not confined 
to those who hold a lofty position so-called, for there may be pride in the 
lowliest, nay, even in poverty and rags we have found that courtesy, that 
refinement and dignity which is at times withheld from the nobles and 
royalties of the earth. 

Good breeding, pleasant manners, winning ways have no exclusive 
aristocracy of birth or station. The artisan is often a gentleman, the man 
of wealth is at times a boor. A title conferred does not always signify 
that the wearer is refined and cultured; he may be a plebian after all, at 
the same time there is something in environment, in association, in oppor- 
tunity. All education of the natural product runs on lines of possibility, 
and gentle souls may be found in the slums, “diamonds in the rough,” 
so to speak, or as gold possible of purification by the processes adapted 
thereto. 

Some have expressed surprise at the discovery in lowly life of an angelic 
spirit and a lovable disposition. Others have had to express surprise when 
anticipation has been unrealized where there was greater pretensions and 
a natural expectation suggested by environment. 

It has been asserted that these grand qualities of soul are transmitted, 
but the opportunities of education, wealth, social distinction and positive 
culture have been lost on some, while others have emerged almost without 
effort from inauspicious surroundings to be the peers of those considered 
more fortunate, both as to beginnings and opportunities. 

Her Majesty the Queen of England is a grand specimen of queenly 
character and dignified bearing. She never forgets that she is Queen, and 
even when she unbends in the domestic circle this is remembered as fully 
as on State occasions. No liberties are taken with her sacred person, or 
in her august presence, as the embodiment of power, as the representative _ 
of a mighty empire, the individualization of its greatness rests upon her, 
the laws and literature, the arts and sciences, the discoveries and achieve- 
ments of her glorious reign are visible in her illustrious presence. Order, 
etiquette, formality and custom are glorified and accepted as the legitimate 
requisites of position. There is in the Court a fitness which is harmonious, 
patriotism without fawning, obedience without compulsion, ceremony 
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without weariness and offence, urbanity without affectation, service with- 
out sycophancy, devotion without a shadow of cringing, and “love which 
casteth out all fear.” 

In the inner circles of the best society, among the aristocracy and men of 
rank, amid professionals, and where the clergy minister in quiet rectories, 
vicarages and parsonages, there is an ever-present spirit which befits the 
sacred calling, family life blooms to the richest fruitage in the quiet, as it 
does in many of “the stately homes of England.” Virtue is the rule, vicious 
life the exception, philanthrophy and kindness in combination is the genius 
of the sincere, humble disciples of the Christ in the ranks of the highest 
in this favored land. 

In the vast multitude of business men, traders and artisans, there is a 
broad, solid vein of honor and honesty, satisfied with old notions, not 
“blown about with every wind of doctrine,” but sturdy, considerate 
workers, exhibiting the unquestioning spirit of righteousness, and seeking 
continuously to ameliorate the almost chronic condition of the masses, 
who know little of life save work, and little of the future which is al] or 
near unknown. 

In the midst of these conditions there are a few “Mormon” Elders ad- 
miring all the good and seeing all that is defective. They look upon the 
inequalities of life, upon its unsolved problems; they know a little of that 
friction which grows out of disparity, and which often burns to jealousy; 
and they say to the patrician and the plebian, to the professional and the 
artisan, to the clergy and the professors of Christianity—the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is the balm for every ailment, the panacea for every ill. You 
are in a quandary, you want to be right, to do right, to redeem yourselves 
and all mankind, to suppress evil, to overthrow wrong, to extinguish 
poverty, to banish contention and to secure peace. You want to be re- 
ligious, to come near to God, to find heaven and secure salvation. Well, 
this is all in the Gospel, the Lord appointed it, He revealed it by His Son 
to an ignorant, uncomprehending world, which failed to see its beauty or 
its power ; so it became perverted, it lost its original savor and power. All 
the good you have has grown out of the fragwents thereof as left by the 
persecution and opposition of the corrupt—they did the bidding of the 
powers of evil. NOW this grand, sublime, eternal, positive and efficacious 
system has been again revealed. You have done well with the light and 
knowledge inherited from the fathers, but think how much better it would 
be, how much more mighty and successful you might be if you had the rod 
of power, one greater than that of Moses, for your miracles could outstrip 
those done in the halls of Pharoab, they could be greater than was done 
by striking the rock in the wilderness, for you could so use this power as 
to give the bread and water of life to the famishing, sin-stricken myriads 
of your native land. The outburst of charity which stormed the famine 
districts of India would fade away in comparison with that deliverance 
which would come to your friends and countrymen by their introduction 
to and reception of the bread and water of life—the Gospel of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ! 


N. 
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Cierxks of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their services for publication as soon as possible after the close thereof. 


Arrivats.— The following Elders arrived from Zion on the s.s. Common- 
wealth, October 25th inst. For Great Britain—Charles J. Dewey, Dewey- 
ville; Lewis A. Huffaker, Willow Creek ; David L. Dowding, Sandy; John 
F. Bowring, Brigham City ; Richard H. Spencer, Indianola; Walter Hawkes, 
Hyde Park; Thomas R. Ward, Bloomington; Thomas C. Greaves, Preston ; 
Henry Bolingbroke, Malad; Edward J. Gardner, William Leonard, Jobn 
C. Howard, Walter Scott Weiler, Salt Lake City ; Burdett Smith, Pleasant 
Grove; Parley P. P. Prophet, South Weber. For Scandinavia—Anthon F. 
Andreason, Eden; John P. Jensen, St. Charles; Soren C. Christensen, 
Nephi M. Nielson, Levan; Hyrum J. Hanson, Brigham City; Nephi C. 
Wahlstrom, Laketown; Peter Jensen, Paradise; James Johnson, Andrew 
D. Mortensen, Albert E. Johnson, Preston; Gustave Forsberg, Salt Lake 
City ; James C. Peterson, Colonia Juarez; Andrew P. Christofferson, Lehi; 
Niels C. Rasmussen, Salina; John H. Berg, Basalt; Ole E. Olsen, Provo. 
For Germany—Warren Shepherd, Beaver; Joseph Folkman, Plain City; 
Orson C. Kleinman, Mesa; Hyrum W. Valentine, Henry Seeger, Brigham 
City; John H. Yonk, Mendon. For Switzerland—Roy D. Thatcher, 
Logan ; Samuel Russell, Salt Lake City. 


A PPOINTMENTS.—The Elders who arrived October 25tb, have been ap- 
pointed to labor as follows:—Charles J. Dewey and Thos. R. Ward, Not- 
tingham ; Lewis A. Huffaker, Bristol ; David L. Dowding, Birmingham; R. 
H. Spencer and H. Bolingbroke, Newcastle; Walter Hawkes, London; 
Thos. C. Greaves, Liverpool ; Parley P. P. Prophet, Manchester. By special 
appointment from here the following brethren are now laboring in the 
German Mission—John F. Bowring, E. J. Gardner, Wm. Leonard, Walter 
S. Weiler. To Switzerland—John C. Howard and Burdett Smith. 


RELEASES.—Elders Geo. Glover and Joseph E. Ward of the Bristol; 
Joseph Holland of the Birmingham; W. H. L. Edwards of the Grimsby, 
and Thomas M. McCune of the Norwich Conferences respectively, are 
honorably released to return home on the s.s. Vew England, Nov. 22, 1900. 


CONFERENCE Notice.—The Semi-annual Meetings of the Scottish Con- 
ference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held 
at 10 a.w. in Branch Hall, 4, Carlton Place, South Side, and at 2 and 
6 p.m. in the St. Andrew’s Halls, (Berkeley Street entrance, doors G and 
H), Glasgow, on Sunday, November 11, 1900. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Etper C. R. Savaacs, famous as a correspondent, sends vs some in- 
teresting items from Salt Lake City. He writes in regard to the “Old 
Folk’s Out,” in which he, as ever, takes an active part, and says: 
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“Mr. Bamberger (the proprietor of the Lagoon) promises the grounds 
for their use at any time, and it is thought maybe that Salt Lake, Davis 
and Weber Stakes will unite and have a big barbecue, as the cause is 
growing everywhere, for it is a God-like movement, and has always had 
His support and approval, and the blessing of sweet peace has always 
crowned the laborers in that cause. Brother 8S. prides himself on the fact 
that the Art Bazaar got two gold medals and three cash prizes at the 
late State Fair. He says the stock show was immense, and home manu- 
facturing industries showed up well, the fruit and vegetable exhibit was 
never better. The news item is also given that his fine photo gallery as 
now formed will be much enlarged in the near future, so as to accommodate 
increasing business, wholesale, retail and artistic. 

“The outlook for the State is very encouraging from a commercial stand- 
point. It contains almost everything a person needs, the land is fertile, 
the water supply fair, the hills are filled with mineral wealtb, there is 
more sunshine than most other places, the atmosphere is pure, our moun- 
tains are paradisical, our valleys filled with tints of gold and green, and 
for artists it is an ideal spot. It is the place for good, honorable men who 
have decided to be somebody, and yet are willing to wait and work. The 
only mendicants seen on our streets are professional men who are touring 
the country, going from town to town. It is only the weak-kneed who 
think of leaving our State. Some poor, half-hearted “Mormons” may be 
willing to leave and retrace their steps to the old country, but there is not 
a non-Mormon who ever gets his foot upon our soil that can be made to 
leave'us. But I cannot sit down to talk of our beautiful Utah without 
getting warmed up, and yet my mind goes back to the brave souls who 
did not have anyone to prepare the way for them, but who faced all the 
discouragements incident to a wilderness, whose faith saw through all 
their trials the golden lining—the realization of their most ardent wishes.” 


Exper T. W. Drwonp, now laboring on the island of Jersey, informs us 
of conditions there, saying: 

“Elder Ward and I began our labors here on the 24th of August, Elders 
Lewis and Seal coming two weeks later; but Brother Ward has left now 
for England, calling at Guernsey by the way, and holding meetings with 
the Saints there. We secured a nice little ball here soon after our arrival, 
holding meetings every Sunday evening. As yet we cannot complain as 
to attendance, for some friends we have made are quite regular in attend- 
ance, but the Evil One is trying to prejudice their minds against us. We 
have, however, won their confidence, and if we cannot convert them we 
think they will still be our friends. There is an under-current of bitter 
feeling against us, but it has not given public expression yet. As an 
illustration, our landlady was ordered to either turn us out or leave the 
the premises; she said she would do the latter. A lady five miles out, 
quite prominent in religious circles, has been investigating our principles 
quite deeply, receiving a great deal of light upon them. She had heard of 
our people when a small girl, but not anything bad until she began to 
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investigate, and then she would talk about us and our doctrines, until the 
old stories received a resurrection and she began to find opposition, and 
became somewhat discouraged. She says if this had been her experience 
before reading and talking to us, she would never have done so; but she 
believes the History of Joseph, which she has read, also the Book of 
Mormon, so that whether she joins the Church or not she will do us much 
good, as she can reach people that we could not, for she is well educated, 
speaks French, and is connected with some of the prominent families on 
the island. 

“Tn our tracting we are treated with great respect, though some (mainly 
Catholics) refuse. Our street meetings have been few, as we do not care 
to stir up an opposition which would prevent tracting, or our friends 
from attending meetings. 

“We have Bible class on Sunday afternoon, when some of our friends 
attend. We have also a school, with eight members. We are taking up 
the “Life of Christ,” which they much enjoy; also the practice of a few of 
our hymns after the class. On Thursday evening we have a singing class 
also, and the visitors enjoy that. We are not making converts but friends, 
and if in this way we help to put down prejudice we feel partially satis- 
fied, at least.” 


From Brother Lewis Naisbitt, Halifax, England, we have a good letter, 
detailing some things in that district as follows: 


“Eight of us went to the services held here by Soni Booth, and we 
were treated to the “holy horrors,” for it was all blood and fire and eternal 
damnation. We should have left, but were not allowed to do so during 
the General’s discourse; but it was cruel to hear, though we kept quiet 
until they came to ask us if we were saved, they then found out who we 
were, and would not talk to us again. One of the Captain’s reported our 
presence to the General, and another wished Elder Price to kneel down 
and pray with his wife; but we came out as soon as convenient, though 
I wished [ could have got up and told the people the little I know of the 
Gospel, Iam sure God would have given me the right word to say. We 
have been to a Bradford Social for the benefit of the Mutual. A week 
later we went and witnessed the baptism of six new members; there were 
none from Halifax, but we hope to have some next time. It reminded us 
of our baptism, and it seemed better to witness than to take part; but my 
wife and I looked beyond the ceremony to the blessing that followed there- 
after. Next I went to my first Priesthood Meeting, which I enjoyed very 
much, and I shall not miss another if I can help it. We are looking for- 
ward to an enjoyable conference on the 28th. 

“Our little branch is in fine order, and unity was never more complete. 
Quite a number of investigators and of strangers made over fifty to meet- 
ing, and some of the Saints absent. Our “Mutual” has commenced for the 
season, 37 in attendance; we hope to see more. I think that a grand 
reward, by God’s blessing, is in store for our little branch. We hope to 
have some of you after conference, and will invite our friends, and pro- 
bably get the “Mutual” evening, and then have some strangers besides.” 
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LEEDS CONFERENCE. 


Tne Leeds Semi-annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints was held on Sunday, October 28, 1900, in the Temper- 
ance Hall, Chapel Street, off Leeds Road, Bradford, President B. Y. 
Benson presiding. y 

There were present: Presidents Platte D. Lyman, James L. McMurrin 
and H. W. Naisbitt of the European Presidency; Elders G. F. Wright of 
the Liverpool office; F. L. Rigby and J. H. Bodily of the Liverpool Con- 
ference; H. E. Purdy and O. D. Day of the London Conference; President 
Parrish, 8S. W. Parkinson, E. G. Burdett, S. M. Taylor and F. J. Morris of 
the Sheffield Conference; Nephi Larsen of the Manchester Conference; W. 
B. Armstrong, B. H. Bullock, F. G. Clark, C. W. Haws and D. Seamons of the 
Grimsby Conference; Jas. Holland of the Birmingham Conference; also 
President B. Y. Benson and the Traveling Elders of the Leeds Conference. 

After the usual opening exercises President B. Y. Benson gave an address. 
of welcome. President Naisbitt next occupied a short time in explaining 
the necessity of sustaining and upholding the authorities of the Church. 

The statistical report for the past six months, ending October 28, 1900, 
was read: Missionaries from Zion—High Priests 2; Seventies, 16. Local 
Priesthood—Elders, 9; Deacons, 8; members, 397; children under eight 
years of age, 49; total number of souls, exclusive of missionaries fro:n 
Zion, 463. Tracts distributed—from door to door, 47,646; at open-air 
meetings or otherwise, 15,095. Books distributed—sold, 80; loaned, 495; 
‘given away, 149. Strangers’ houses visited—with first tract only, 11,768; 
by first invitation, 496; by re-invitation, 1,045. Gospel conversations, 
4011. Meetings held—hall, 395; cottage, 100; out-door, 141; Sunday 
school ses-ions, 115; M. I. A. meetings, 21; Bible classes, 55; Priesthood, 
12. Baptism—new members, 24; children of members, 3. Confirmations, 
27. Ordinations, 7. Children blessed—of Church members, 11. Died— 
over eight years of age, 3. Emigrated—over eight years of age, 20; under 
eight years of age, 3. New subscribers for the Stak, 6. 

The general authorities of the Church and the Presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission were unanimously sustained. Elder B. Y. Benson was 
unanimously sustained as President of the Leeds Conference, together 
with the following Traveling Elders in their respective districts: Brad- 
ford—-J. R. Smith, Thos. Sumner, Wilford Turtle and W. A. Cornaby; 
Leeds—J. G. Smith and W. F. Pratt; Halifax—J. R. Price and 8. M. 
Kershaw ; Keighley—F. C. Lee and F. C. Evans; Harrogate—J. J. Sumwer- 
hays and J..C. Wood; Pudsey—Thos. Maxwell, J. R. Goldsbrough and A. 
D. Towler; Brighouse—H. Cottrell and C. N. Stillmon, and all the Local 
Priesthood of the Conference, with Wm. A. Cornaby as clerk of the con- 
ference. Elder G. F. Wright occupied the remainder of the time in 
testifying of the goodness and mercy of God. 

2:30 p.m. Af.er opening exercises President Platte D. Lyman addressed 
the congregation. He spoke of the Apostasy and Restoration of the Gos- 
pel, also authority to administer in the ordinances thercof. Miss Ellen 
Lamb then sang “The Flight of Ages.” 
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6:30 p.m. After opening exercises President James L. McMurrin spoke 
of the signs of the times and fulfilment of biblical predictions. “The 
Children’s Home” was then sung by Miss Lamb. 

There was a large attendance of strangers and Saints, all of whom ex- 
pressed satisfaction, feeling that they had indeed received a spiritual feast. 

A Priesthood Meeting was held in the Temperance Hall, on Monday, 
where the usual Elders’ reports were given, and valuable instruction 
received from the Presidency. 

A social gathering was held in the evening in which non-members as 
well as members participated. It proved a successful and profitable con- 
ference to all those who were in attendance. One of the notable and 
pleasing features was the music, conducted by President J. W. Turner, 


of the M. [. A. 
W. A. Cornasy, Clerk of the Conference. 


PRACTICAL RELIGION. 


One of the Articles of Faith of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, which has a special application to the every-day life of members 
of the Church, is couched in the following language: 

“We believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in 
doing good to all men; indeed, we may say that we follow the admonition 
of Paul, “we believe all things, we hope-all things”; we have endured 
many things, and hope to be able to endure all things. If there is any- 
thing virtuous, lovely, or of good report, or praiseworthy, we seek after 
these things.” . 

In strict conformity to the religious belief expressed in the foregoing, 
the person who may hold a membership in the Church, but who may not 
be rigidly honest, is not accepted asin complete fellowship. While among 
the people generally, their character for honesty in their business dealings 
is a matter of national repute. There is no community which stands 
higher in its credit upon this point than do the Mormon people; and it is 
due to their religious obligations to be honest and true. 

In the matter of benevolence, also, the Saints as a body give illustration 
of their faith in that regard. The care that is given to the poor, the 
mutual assistance they render to each other, the aid and consolation they 
seek to extend to all people, and their liberality in giving of means to 
forward the cause of salvation, combine to make up a work of stupendous 
proportions, considering the untoward circumstances the Saints have had 
to experience. 

Regarding personal chastity, that is held in the highest esteem among 
the Saints. Honor and virtue are regarded as more precious than life 
itself, to both male and female. The standard for both sexes is the same— 
that they should be absolutely virtuous in their conduct. Though life may 
be lost in defence of honor, yet the law of death comes upon all, and is 
overcome and recompensed for in the resurrection to life; but virtue lost 
never can be regained—the abandonment of chastity is the throwing away 
of a priceless gem which cannot be regained. Hence the inestimable value 
that is placed by the Saints upon the maintenance of virtue. 
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It is the promulgation of such principles that the Mornion people are 
seeking, that they have sought through all their career, and which as a 
people they have maintained. They seek to bring others to the same 
standard, that those others may realize the good that results therefrom. 
Such a work requires energy and intelligent toil and sacrifice; it requires 
patient, firm endurance, which endurance is not submission to but per- 
sistent resistance of evil till the latter is overcome; it requires a sublime 
faith in the guiding and overruling power of tha Almighty. And such 
energy, effort, sacrifice, endu: ance and faith come to mankind only through 
the principles of a religion so intensely practical in its character, and so com- 
prehensive and omniscient in its nature as that commonly known as “ Mor- 
moniso),” which is the ——— of the Lord Jesus Christ.— Deseret ews. 


Loves MASTERPIECE.—A century since in the north of Seen stood an 
old cathedral, upon one of the arches of which was a sculptured face of 
wondrous beauty. It was long hidden, until one day, the sun’s light, 
striking through a slanted window, revealed its:matchless features. And 
ever after, year by year, upon the days when for a brief hour it was thus 
illuminated, crowds came and waited eagerly to catch but a glimpse of 
that face. It had a strange history. When the cathedral was being built 
an old man, broken down with the weight of years and cares, came and 
besought the architect to let him work uponit. Out of pity for his age, 
but fearful lest his failing sight and trembling touch might mar some fair 
design, the master set him to work in the shadows of the vaulted roof. 

One day they found the old man asleep in death, the tools of his craft . 
laid in order beside him, the cunning of his right hand gone, his face up- 
turned to this other marvelous face which he had wrought there—the face 
of one whom he had loved and lost in his early manhood. And when the 
artists and sculptors and workmen from all parts of the cathedral came 
and looked upon that face they said: “This is the grandest work of all; 
Love wrought this!” 


Lookinc Upwarp.—The following advice, given to a young married 
woinan who was visited by another older and more experienced one, may 
be helpful to some of our readers. 

When the visitor rose to go, the hostess came with her to the door, and 
out upon the pleasant piazza, which, however, looked a little dusty in 
the corners. 

“Oh, dear!” said the young wife, “how provoking servants are! I told 
Mary to sweep this piazza thoroughly, and now look how dusty it is.” 

“Grace,” said the older woman, looking into the disturbed young face 
with kindly, humorous eyes, “I am an old housekeeper. Let me give you 
a bit of advice: never direct people’s attention to defects. Unless you do 
so, they will rarely see them. Now, if I had been in your place and noticed 
the dirt, I should have said: ‘How blue the sky is!’ or ‘How beautiful the 
clouds are!’ or ‘How bracing the air is!’ Then I should have looked up at 
that as I spoke, and should have gotten you safely down the steps and out 
of sight without you seeing the dust.”— Household. 


